










II. I 

ling house of the afore named Robbins,Benaja~ 

Pratt, John Pratt and Eleazer Dunham.These four 
~ 

families evidently want&d to remain a part
 

of the Pl Ymou t h parish. The Gene r a l Court was
 

considerate of their -wishes.The articles of
 

incorporation also took care of matters of
 

assessments,taxes,lands owned in common and
 

lumber taken therefrom.
 

At the first Precinct meeting David Bosworth 

was chosen the first clerk and Isaac Cushman 

became the first "learnedand orthodox minister" . 

Right here we note the first break from the 

~ s tri c t discipline of the Pligrim church.Ac- . 

cording to strict church law Mr . Cushman had 

no Lega L right to serve in the capacity of. 

minister.He was not an ordained minister. 

Neither could he be until he had served for 

three years as Ru l i ng Elder.To have fulfilled 

the latter requirement he must return to Ply­

mouth for threeyears.M~.Cushmanhad no in­

tentions of doing so. Such a small matter was 

not going to stand i n the way of the new pa r ­

ish and Isaac Cushman began to preach and con­

tinued to do so for three years before he 

was ordained. We can imagine .t ha t the more 

orthodox at the mother ChUDCh were consia er­



ly upsetand no doubt offered not a little 

smothered gos s i p .However the families of the 

Colchester and Lakenham settlements wanted 

Mr . Cu s hman for their spiritual leader and no 

other would do.Wfui!e this was contrary to 

strict church law for reasons which we can 

only surmise this irregularity was over look-

ed.At least no legal action was taken against 

the precinct parish. The matter was cleared 

up on October 27,I698,when Mr . Cus hman was or­

dained to become a full fledged minister, of 

the gospel.Necessity and the budding new 

-c->:freedom had won a victoby • 
.... . 

Soon after the new parish and precinct came 

into legal existence in 16 95 the first Ply­

mpton church was built upon the Green.It was ~-

a simple building without a steeple,bell,or 

heat. It was built about where the soldier's 

monument and served the Cus hman ' pa r i sh for 

nearly twenty years • 

. Human nature "remains a rather constant force 

throughout the ages.An individual or a group 

will struggle for a given objective,but once 

that is won the driv~ng force 'wi t h i n man seeks 

new fields to conquer and battles to win. The 

strugzling settlers in Pl ympt on were no excep ­
ion. 


