


\ of a public nature.Public aid is no longer 

looked at with askance.Indeed it is quite the 

fashion.Get while the grabbing isgood,no mat-

ter how seems to be the popular notion. 

Wood and logs once st~ple Plympton products 

now carry little value and small demand.Hay 

standing or stored once w~s as good as mODey 

in the bank,tQday 1s hardly de s i r ed . Hun t e r s 

roam every where shooting every thing in sight • 
• Wild life at one time was plentiful.In com-

petition with mo~ern arms,abundant leisureaand 

the automobile it is doubtful how long our. 

~ : wild game ean survive.Woodlands once considered 
..... 

in terms of wealth are now possessed as a lia-

bility .Economic, s oc LaL, and political de cay 

are all too .much in evidence. 

Our early enthusiasm for country town dem-

ocracy has undergone considerable change als • 

Early Plympton town#and church authorities 

controlled practically all civic life.Even 

milit&rteeompanies were influenced by town 

voted laws.Schools,highways,police,health,and 

finance were entirely under the control of the 

Plympton voters.Today all of th!i has changed. 

In accepting the various state financial aids 



the town now has only ru~ber stamp control. 

In this rather complete dip into state social- _ 
r 

ism,no one for the present seems to be much 

concerned. The townsfolks for the present at 

least,are satisfied to swap much of their 

democratic control for state financial aid 

and control,of vital public functions.They 

prefer t he expensive roadways ,modern school 

systems,more elaborate health service to their 

once 
I 

quite complete control and direction. 

Hew long will this decline of Plympton life 

continue the reader may ask?No one holds the 

answer.It can continue .on down,~nd very' like- ­
-...­

ly it will do so.Our town life c~e from 

more humble depths and it is .mor e than. P08s;;:: l e. 

ible. that it will return to them• . 

Now'it is easy to reconstruct on Paper the 

Plympton of yesterday.It is still easier to 

aescribe the Plympton of today.A fligh~ into 

the .Pl y,mpt qn of tomorrow is by no means easy 

and~very likely to be quite inaccurate.It is 

not easy to forecast human actions.What Ply­

mpton becomes tomorrow depends a lot upon the 

manner in which we learn to use the industrial 

monster which intelligence has created.If we 



'can learn how to use intelligently what in­

telligence has created Plympton will return 

" to something like its former self.It is not 

likely to return to its former economic patterns 

The r e are hopeful iossibilities if we 'cam uti­

lisa socially that which we have created as a 

social product.If we can geooBoto improve as 

a nation there are many things that can hap­

pen. Plympton is near e.ough to Bos t on to be a 

conntry suburb of that great city in case a 

modern rapid transportation system could be 

improved with the Cape Cod ~owns.Plympton is 

bU~ twenty miautes-from Boston by air line. 

An improved automobile highway avoiding the 

larger cities and towns would place the cape 

towns but a matter of an hour or so from the 

city;Under such conditions one could work in 

metropolitan Boston and live in country towns 

like Plympton. The value of countyy life coup­

led with t he wealth of the cities would add 

much to the towns and the life of :i t s citizens. 

Plympton'slarge swamps are not yet much dev­

eloped in the production of cranberries.We 

know "t ha t fine berries can be produced from 

these swamps.There are hundreds of acres in 

I 



Turkey Swamp as yet undeveloped. There are hund­

reds more in the Colchester Swamps.And there 

are hundreds more off to the low lands areas. 

Here are possibilities in the cranberry field 

as yet· untouched. 

It is q~ite use~ess to predict the outcome 

o; .Afuerican~o the extemt that we will 

always have it.Old Plympton fed itself very 

well years ago.No one can say that it will not 

be called upon to do so in the future.Be that 

as it may our best and richest farm lands re­

main untouched. The flood plains of the Winnat­

uxet River number hundreds of acres of the 

richest of our farm lands.Of course the task 

of making them available for farming is a col­

lective ·bne , and not a job fer the individual. 

A·large drainage scheme would first have to be 

undertaken together with the possible construct­

ion Gf dams for water storage.Thefirst to dis­

pose of the surplus waters,and the second to 

store up a reserve water supply.The acres of 

land in the Wi nna tuxe n flood basin would pro­

duce Bome fine crops if this area was drained 

and cultivated.Such a asheme is not an idle 

dream bu t carries real possibil ities.And what 



b 

has been said of the Winnatuxet River could
 

be repeated about the Colchester Brook and the
 

~~ Jones River Brook.
 

Poultry raising and dairy farming are. and will 

continue to be a strong part of th~ economic 

possibil~ties of the town. Not that the soil is 

of any particular aid to either of the enter­

prises.The deciding factor in t heir favor is 

the ne arness of the town to the large market 

f ound in metropoli~an Boston.While there are 

now a few small dairy farms in Plympton,co-op­

erative selliag and a sensible collectivization 

of the dairy and poultry business could make 
~. 

these two a~ real factor in the economic life 

of tlll,.: ~:town. 

Beginn~ng at the old Cotton Factory site 

down to the Taylor Mill dam are four excellent 

. water privileges.The Winnatuxet River here has
 

a considerable fall. The same water could turn
 

four turbine pow~r wheels within the space of
 

a few minutes.These could generate sufficient
 

electricity to supply Plympton, Ha l i f ax , Carver
 

and· very likely Kingston or Middl~bor•• Or the
 

~	 same wheels could furnish powez- t o grind grain, 

saw lumber,or operate dairy products machinery 

the year round.The wasted .Winnatuxet water 



power is certainly ghostly evidenc6 of Ply-

mpton's connnunity decay. 

Her e may be to man~ rather startling pro­

phecy for t he future of Plympton and neighbor­

ing towns.Seashore property and possibilities 

are even today pretty well taken up.Our near­

ness to t he sea does offer some 110pe .It is not 

beyond 'the range of possibilities to dredge 

a seventy-five foot channel up the Jones River 

and the Jones River Brook.The same could be 

done to all small streams leading back into the 

near seaport towns.All along the ba~ks of these 

tide water channels summer cattages and gar­

dens could be developed by the thousand~In 

five minutes speed boats starling from Plympton 

beaches: co uld be in Plymouth harbor.In other~ 

the blessings of the seashore co uld be brought 

right into Plympton~s backyard.Such a scheme 

may seem fantastic, but ail of the elementsfor 

such a development are real.We have the mach­

inery for ~uch work.We have the necessary -human 

skills;we have a need for Just such use of 

idle labor. Such a development woul~ greatly 

enrich the life of our people,and who will 

dare to say it wouldn't greatly add to the 

wealth of our town. 


