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islation of all."If any person shall perform to
inoculate themselves or families in town after

this meeting they shall forfeit their whole N

estate",
In spite of the committee to prevent the \

spreading of émallpox ahd drastic legislation

the disease raged on.After the initial scare as

is usually the case,better judgment came into

the heads of the frightened towns people.At an-

other town meeting on January 6 I778,citizens

used more r&bional thinking by voting "not to

prosecute those persens who have'inoculated them

selves or families in this %own",At the special

meeting held on Feb.4,I778,the town refused to >~

set up an inoculation house.They did however

choose another committee "to ﬁrevent the spread-

ing of smellpox.Esq.Bradford,John Nuland,Deacon

Savery,John Sherman,Joshua Perkins,Capt.James

Harlow and Nathaniel Harlow made up this committee
Smallpox legislatien continued in the town

meeting of March Ié,I?78.Wisdom and tolerance

were winning the battlés over not oniy smallpox,

but also over the unfair treatment of the good

Dr .Whitman.When the quesbion was raised "if the

town would justify action against Dr.Jonah Whit-

man for doctoring smallpox",the voters showed
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Better sense by voting no.When following this
the question was raised "if the town would
appoint a committee to examine the character

Ted

of Dr.Whitman"the town againv”,in the negative.
Smallpox and legislation againstH;assed out
of public mind at about the same time.At the
August I2 1778 meeting the town voted "mot to
establish a pest house on Crane Brook."Crane
Brook was an isolated spot in South Carver.
The qommittee chosen at the previous Dec.meet-

ing to prosecute Dr.Whitmsm for inoculating the
Parker family,evidently finding itself in a

* rather foolish position,asked to be dismissed

and the request was so voted.Vaccination a-

gainst smallpox was something new so the poor
doctor had to pay the price all do for advanc-
ing a new social 1ides.

In spite of the good work of Dr.Whitman and t
the well méht intentions,no doubt,of the town
voters,smallpox claimed its quota of victims,

At least ﬁiig died within the limits of Plympton
proper.Following the custom of the times these:

victims were buried at night and in some isolat-

ed section.Eight of the victims were buried in

a plot several rods due south from Bonney's

Pond.Slate head stones are found there to mark
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the final resting places of these unfortunate
souls.From north to south these headstones read:

;I--Ih memory of Mrs.,Anna,wife of Mr,Thomas

Cushman.She died with the smallpox Jan.I4,

I778 in the 49th year of her age.

2--In memory of Kesiah,wife of Mr.Job Cush~
man.She died Dec.I13,I777 in the 28th year
of her age with the smallpoxfO'Nerson Nath-"
aniel was buried at the foot.He died Dec.
24th,I777,aged 2 years and 2 months,withthe
smallpox.

3--In memory of Sarah,daughter of Mr.Thomas
Cushman and his wife Anna.Deceased March I4,
I778 in the I4th year of her age with the
smallpox, '

4--In memory of -Mr.Eleazer Rickard.He died
Nov.28th,I777 in the 69th year of his age

- with the smallpox.

5--Lieut.Zebedee Chandler.In memory of Zeb-
edee Chandler,who died Dec.2,I777,aged 61
years, -

6--In memory of Samuel,son of Mr,Thomas
Cushmanand Mrs.Anna,his wife,He died with
smallpox Nov.30,I777 in %the 2Ist year of
his age.

7--In memory of Elizabeth,dau.of Mr.Thomas

Cushman and-his wife Mrs.Anna,whodied with

smallpox Dec,77%%.
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This spot was a field no doubt when the victims

were buried.It is now over grown to woods,aﬁd
fhe headstones are rapidly disintegeating.Out
of respect we might mark the spot with a mod-
ern granite stone.On it we might chisel their
names with the folliﬁ%/inscription added:

"Vietims of human ignorance".
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A lone grave with a slate headstone marking

””“\\ the spot is found in the woods at North Ply-

C

pton south from the residence of Lewis Billings.
The Billings farm is the last on County Road
just before reaching the Halifax line.On the

is cut the name,Isaac Loring.More lettering
informs us that the victim died of smallpox

at the age of 2I years.A smallpox cemetery of

® graves is found on the righthand side of the
Middleboro road just after passing the town
line going towards Middleboré.Another is found
in the Rocky Meadow section of East Middleboro.

~ If there are other graves scattered about the

woodlands of Plympton and Middleboro their pres-

ence must forever remain unknown.Those graves
marked are known only to the few.The unmarked
if such there be,must remain unknown and for-
ever forgotton.

ADDENDA
Deacon Tlmothy Ripley died of smallpox Dec.20

I776aﬁe llvcd on Dunham's Neck so called and was
buried there with a few other victims,presunably

members of his family.As West 8t.leaves Elm 3St,

‘and winds to the west there are two turns to ‘the

right.The first of these is just beyond the old
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Isaiah Wright farm,and the second right beyond
the small house which was built soon after the
originsl farm house burned arcund I890,Zebedee
Wright lived in the old "ouse and I think 1t was
the home’ of Deacon Ripley.In the field back of
the barn which was south of the house were the
graves of these small-pex vlictims.No one living
now is sure how many graves there were possibly
three or five.The slate headstones were removed
around I898 by Angus lMcDonald who owned the farm

at fhat time.



