
A lone grave with a slate headstone marking 

the spot is found in the woods at North Ply­

pton,south from the residence of Lewis Billings. 

The Billings farm is the last on County Road 
-0. 

just before reaching the Halifax line.On ~ 

is cut the name, Isaac Loring.More lettering 

informs us that the victim died of smallpox 

at the age of 2I years.A smallpox cemetery of 

~ graves is found on the rightha~d side of the 

Middleboro road just after passing the town 

line going towards :PfJiddleboro.Another is found 

in the Rocky Meadow section of East Middleboro. 
/~---.... 

f- ~ If there are other graves scattered about the 
r~:~r ~ 

woodlands of PlYmpton and Middleboro their pres­

ence must forever remain unknown. Those gr-ave-s 

marked are known only to the few.The unmarked 

if such there be,must remain unknown and for­

ever forgotton. 

ADDEN DA 
Deacon r~ imo thy Ri pl ey died of smallpox De c .20 
~. .' 1 

I776. Be lived on Dunham's Neck so called and wa s 

bur i ed trher-e with a few ot h er victims, pr-e sumabLy 

. member s of hi s family.As We s t lit.leaves Elm St . 
/~.---.....:., 

( I ~ a nd winds to t he we s t t here a r e two turn s to · t ~c 
~. 

r i ght. The first of t hese i s just beyond t he ol d 



Isa i a h Wr i ght f arm,and t he s e c ond right beyond 

t he small hou s e wh i ch wa s bu i l t s oon af ter t ho 

origin a l f arm hou s e bu rned around I 8g0. Zebede e 

Wr i ght live d i n t he ol d "wu s e and I thi nk · i t was 

t he hone' of Bea c on Hip l ey . In t he f i e ld ba ck of 

t he ba r n w'.11 ch wa s s ou t h of t he h ou s e wer e t ne 

Br a ve s of t he s o snaIl-pox vi c t i ms. No otie l i v i ng 

now 1 s sur e ho w :r:lany gr a ve s ther e wer e p os s i b l y 

t hr-e e or five . 'l'he slate he ad s t one s were r emoued 

ar-ound 1898 by Angu s McDon a ld wh o owned t he f arm 

at t 'ha t time. 


