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Parker's home".At the same meeting it was 

/ - -,, further voted "that they(Parker and Loring)shall 
I \ 

not be removed to the said Ann Cushman's nor 

the widow Repentance Chandler's to have small­
" . .	 ' 

pox.Esq.Bradford,Daniel Vaughn,Capt.James Har­

low,werecdhosen as a committee to removo those . 
affected with smallpox "out of town to have 

sma.Ll.pox" •The town authorixed thecommittee and 
. . , 

Selectmen ,.to "procure a place in town if they 

can 8et get "a place out of town for persons to , . 

have smallpox".Consider Chase,Thimothy Ripley, 

·El i a s Nye,Joseph Wright, and Joseph Little were 
.~ 

\ named to remove the Parker family and Caleb Lor­

ing when called upon to dO so by the committee 

and the Selectmen. 

Apparently the efforts of Dr. Jonah Whitman 

to check the disease by inoculation drew the 

wrath of the town's people upon his head.At this 

same meeting Esq.Bradford,Daniel Vaughn, and Amos 

Fuller were chosen "to proceed according to the 

law with Dr.Jonah Wh1tman~ The same good doctor 

Was "not allowed to come into an. public meeting 

/~ house in tOYl.rn until the town is clear of small­
/	 " 

,: \ 
~	 .)ox"Th i s famous smallpox meeting closed its bus­

iness for the day by voting the mast drastic leg­
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islation of all."If any person shall perform to 

inoculate themselves or families in .t own after 

this meeting they shall forfeit their whole 

estate". 
In spite of the comm~e to prevent .the .\ 

spreading of smallpox and drastic legislation 

the disease raged on.After the initial scare as 

is usually the case,better jUdgment came into 

the heads of the frightened towns people.At an­

other town meeting on January 6 1778,citizens 

used more raDional thinking by voting. "not to 

prosecute those persons who have inoculated the• 
. 

selves or families in this town",At the special 

meeting held on Feb.4,I778,the town refused to 

set up an inoculation house.They did however 

choose another committee "to prevent the spread­
. 

ing of smallpox.Esq.Bradford,John Nuland,Deacon 

Savery,John Sherman,Joshua Perkins,Capt.James 

Harlow and Nathaniel Harlow made up this committee 

Smallpox legislation continued in the . town 

meeting of March 16,I778.Wisdom and tolerance 

were winning the battles over not only smallpox, 

but also over the unfair treatment of the good 

Dr.Whitman.When the quesiJion was raised "if the 

town would justify action against Dr.Jonah Whit­

man for doctoring smallpox",the voters showed 
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better sense by voting no.When following this 

the question was raised II if the town would 

appoint a committee. to examf.ne the character 
. ~~ ~ 

of Dr.Whitman"the town again fi n the negative. 

Smallpox. and legislation against~assed out 

of public mind at about the same time.At the 

August 12 i778 meeting the town voted "not to 

establish a pest house on Crane Brook."Crane 

Brook was an isolated spot in South Carver. 

The committee chosen at the previous Dec.meet­

ing .to prosecute Dr.Whitm~ for inoculating the 

Parker family,evidently finding itself in a 

rather foolish posltion,asked to be dismissed 

and the request was so voted. Vaccination a­

gainst smallpox was something new so the poor 

doctor had to pay the price all do for advanc­

ing a new social idea. 

In spite of the good work of Dr.Whitman and t 
~ .

the well m~t ,i n t ent i on s , no doubt,of the town 

voters, smallpox claimed its quota of victims. 
c:J 

At least n~ died within the limits of Plympton 

proper.Following the custom of 'the times these 

victims were buried at night and in some isolat­

ed section. Eight of the victims were buried in 

a plot -several rods due south from Bonney's 

Pond.Slate head stones are found there to- mark 
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the final resting places of these unfortunate 

souls.From north to south these headstones read: 
. 

, I - -- I n memor y of Mrs.Anna,wife of Mr.Thomas
 
Cushman. She died with the smallpox Jan.I4,
 

1778 in the 49th year of her age.
 

2--In memory of Kesiah,wife' of Mr.Job Cush­
man.She died Dec.I3,I777 in the 28th year 
of her. age with the smallpoxtO'Nerson Nath- ' 
anlel waS buried at the foot.He died Dec. 
24th,I777,aged 2 years and 2 months,withthe 
smaLl.pox ; 

3--In memory of Sarah,daughter of Mr.Thomas 
Cushman and his wife Anna.Deceased March 14, 
1778 in the 14th year of her age with the 
sma+lpox. . 

4--In memory of·N~.Eleazer Rickard~~e died 
Nov.28th,I777 in the 69th year of his age 
with the smallpox. 

5--Lleut.Zebedee Chandler.In memory of Zeb­
edee Chandler,who died Dec.2,I777,aged 61 
years. 

Q--In memory of Samuel, son of Mr. Thomas
 
Cushmanand Mrs.Anna,his wife.He died with
 
smallpox Nov.30,I777 in 'the 21st year of
 
his age.
 

7-~In memory of 'Elizabeth,dau.of Mr.Thomas 
Cushman and·h!s wife Mrs.Anna,whodied with 

smallpox Dec.???? 

This spot was a field no doubt when the victims 

were buried.It is now over grown to woods,and 

the headstones are rapidly disintegrating. Out 

of respect we might mark the spot with a mod­ \ 

ern granite stone.On it we might chisel their 

names with the f Oll!t~inscriPtion added: 

"Victims of human ignorance". 



A lone grave with a slate headstone marking 

the spot is found in the woods at North Ply­

pton,south from the residence of Lewis Billings. 

The Billings farm is the last on County Road 
-0. 

just before reaching the Halifax line.On ~ 

is cut the name, Isaac Loring.More lettering 

informs us that the victim died of smallpox 

at the age of 2I years.A smallpox cemetery of 

~ graves is found on the rightha~d side of the 

Middleboro road just after passing the town 

line going towards :PfJiddleboro.Another is found 

in the Rocky Meadow section of East Middleboro. 
/~---.... 

f- ~ If there are other graves scattered about the 
r~:~r ~ 

woodlands of PlYmpton and Middleboro their pres­

ence must forever remain unknown. Those gr-ave-s 

marked are known only to the few.The unmarked 

if such there be,must remain unknown and for­

ever forgotton. 

ADDEN DA 
Deacon r~ imo thy Ri pl ey died of smallpox De c .20 
~. .' 1 

I776. Be lived on Dunham's Neck so called and wa s 

bur i ed trher-e with a few ot h er victims, pr-e sumabLy 

. member s of hi s family.As We s t lit.leaves Elm St . 
/~.---.....:., 

( I ~ a nd winds to t he we s t t here a r e two turn s to · t ~c 
~. 

r i ght. The first of t hese i s just beyond t he ol d 



Isa i a h Wr i ght f arm,and t he s e c ond right beyond 

t he small hou s e wh i ch wa s bu i l t s oon af ter t ho 

origin a l f arm hou s e bu rned around I 8g0. Zebede e 

Wr i ght live d i n t he ol d "wu s e and I thi nk · i t was 

t he hone' of Bea c on Hip l ey . In t he f i e ld ba ck of 

t he ba r n w'.11 ch wa s s ou t h of t he h ou s e wer e t ne 

Br a ve s of t he s o snaIl-pox vi c t i ms. No otie l i v i ng 

now 1 s sur e ho w :r:lany gr a ve s ther e wer e p os s i b l y 

t hr-e e or five . 'l'he slate he ad s t one s were r emoued 

ar-ound 1898 by Angu s McDon a ld wh o owned t he f arm 

at t 'ha t time. 


