


'l'h :i. s inconven ienc e in attending s e r vi ce gave 

b i r t h t o a d e s i r e f or s ome s or t of a local s cr ­

v ice if on l y occasional. This desire bore f r u i t 

in ISSO. Frank H. Re ed ·came t o Si l ver Lake .v i l l a Ge 

t ~at y e ar to work i n on e of t lw t wo g r o c e r y s t or es. 

He very mu c h want e d t o b e c ome a mi n is te r . Wi t h 

o the r s he wou l d h i r e La n e I 3 HaLl, i n wh i c h n o 

conduc t e d prayer rie e t Ln g s a nd p r-oa c h e d to hi s 

s ma l l c origr-c g a ti on . From t ::is hu mb l e ~ee±ririing 

t he Si l v e r La k e Cha p e l ha d i ts b e g i nni nu . Thc 

. ~'ryantv i l l c 1': o t'~ c: d i s t s he a r-d of t h e e o l ' c o t Ln g s 

-- and b e c ame Ln ber-o s t cd v'I'h ey de c ide d t o s e n t a 

min i s t e r to pr e a ch on Su nd a y afterno ons. 
e , 

, Th e fi r s t min i s t e r c a rne regularly f or s i x 

mc n t h s . Dr . J . Fr a n 6 i s Coo pe r ,wh o later b e came 

pa s t or of t he Br o ; k t on Ce n t r a l Iil . E . Chu r ch , c a mc 

n oxt .A Mr . Sa r g e a n t followed ~.Co o per.About t hi s 

t .Lme the Re v . V• J. Ha r t shor n e came t o Pl YI:1p t on 

and b e ca me the ~ lymp t o n p a s tor . He s oon b e ca me 

intere s ted in t he Si l v e r La k e work. Mr h ctr t s ' .or n e 

ha d taken a lea din g par t in t he bui ldi n g of , t h e 

Pl yTop t on C ap e l . He now t urn e d. h i s effor t s t owar d s 

't he erect i on of s ome sor t of b u i l d i ng t o me e t 

t he n ee d s o f t he Si l ve r Lake peo p l e .The La ke 

A~us ene nt Gr ov e h a d ~e cn a b a ndoned by t he r ail­



road corporation.In the g r ov e t ~cre was a 

well c onstructed building which ha d b 0en used for 

U~iJ. d an c.Lng p a v i l i on . It was b cugh t for a very rcas5n­

a ble sum and mo v e d onto land doria ted for the pur­

po s o by L~ml1cl Br y a n t . Vo l u n t e e r labor led by Rev. 

llo r-a ce E . Ha l l e t t , wn o ha d be en a car-peritor b c f'o re 

ontering t he mi n i s try, t r-an s r 'or-mod t he dance ha Ll, 

into an at tractive reliGious c hapel. We must p r e ­

aurne the d e v i l of t he d ance W8.S p o r-mane n t Ly ban f.s h -

e d , f or t llC S i l v e r Lake . chapel ha s been a reasonable 

and prosperous Ln s t l t uition. Improvements ha v e b e en 

mad e up on it f'r-om time to tine. Hor s e s rlO,ds were 

r . -bu I Lt in or arou nd 19 TO. In 1 940 t he boll from the 
... ....._..... 

abandoned Ha r t l! S c h o o l hous c j owne d b'~r the La d i e s ' 

Memor-La L So c i e t y , wa s g l.vcn to t h o Chapel As s o c i a t ­

ion. 
So on after Re v . F..ar t shor n e b e c ame pas t or of t h o 

P' Lympt on church t he Br y a n t v i l l e minister and Vir . 

Ea r t shor n e preac h e d on a l t e r n a t e Su ndays . A s h o r t 

time la ter t h e Br ~f o..nt v i l l o ',;11n i il t or wa s a s lt - d to 

vd t};dl~aw . Fr()n t ~ :at t Lme on it ViaS on e of t h e d u t i e s 

of t he Pl :nn:) t on ministersto carry t ho work of t n e 

S i l v e r La k e r-e Ltg l ou s g r ou p , v;i t h a dded pa y f or t he 

x t r a wor k • 
.._--- Th i s a r-r-nrigemc n t continued wi t Il mor-e c r l ess s u c ­

c o s s until I920. '1'hat y oa t B. ov . Fr c c'tc r i ck '.i. Al .cn, 



a na t i v e o f \ lh1 t v-an, b e came t he pa s t or of t he Pl y ­

mp t cn c hurch. He was a young ma n a n e! h e b rol)e;h t a
 

n ew vig or and interest to b oth.tho "old er p a r is h
 

and t he n ewe r Si l ve r La k e 0r ou p . i e b e ca~e very
 

znu c h inte r es t e d in t he S i l vc l" .udw worlc. Ou t of
 

t h i s new c n t hus t a sm h e wa s ab l e t o or gan i z e t he
 

L) i l v e r Lake Cha p e l ~aao c iati on . Hor a c e ~ .r agl athl in
 

wa s c h o s en t he f irst p r e s i d en t o f t I C n ew organ­

- i zation. In t h i s n e~ s et u p t ~e li t tle pa r i s h b~-

ca me qu i t o se l f -sup p or t ing . 'llh e you n g !nini stc r s 

who s u c ceeded }\:;r . ;U d en at Pl ymp t on al so be came tan 

pa s t or s a.t t l.e S i l ve r La k e pa ri sh, a l t hou gh i n the 

case of Mr . Cl e fyc n t Ne a l t he orde r wa s r e ver sed. '"> _I 

, ---/' 
Mr . Ne a l wa s f i rs t pa s t or at ' S i l ve r La ke and later 

- wa s calle d to t he Pl :rmp t on c hu rch. Un d e r t hese
 

y oun g m:tn i s t e r s a Su n d a y Sc h oo l wa s fo r ned , a Bi b l e
 

clas s orga n i z e d and a Se wi n g Ci r c l e c r oa ted. All
 

wen t we l l Ln t he n ew' wor k .
 

Inte re s t s a z g ed of f du r Ln g t h e d e pr-e s a Lon y e a r s
 

o f J92 G. Wi t ;-, ma t t e r s at a l ow ebb a y oun g t h eo l og ­

ical s t u d ent s o t t led i n t h e v Ll.Lag c . 1'110 y oung man
 

wa s t he C lo~ent Ne a l me n t i on e d a bov e . He s o en
 

o s t c d l.i i ,:,,~ [) o l f Ln t.he v. 
, 

c r-k of L e l i ttle c ha pe l
 

- ~ oncy wa n c nn t r i b u t e d , and t h o 10r s e 3 ~o dD in 

roar n l on g e r n ccde d ,we r e tra nsfo r med i n t o a 

in t or -

. 



ki t c hen where hot lunch , s a n d supp e r s T'1ig ~lt b e 

pr e par e d f or t he var-L : u s c rOi ~p 3 ir ee t 11. in t ~ er­

chap c Ls A we l l wa s .du g , a n electric 111O t or d onated 

and a wa t er system installed.All t hese inprove­

me rrt s and mor c to ma k e a mor e convenient c ommurr­

ity a nd r olieicus cen t er. 

Ea c t or s b e yond mor-t a L s ouLs ha ve c ha rige d v i lla g e 

l ife at Si l ve r La l~e . rrhe a band ormcnt of the La k e 

Gro ve t ook away t h ousan ds of p i cn i c vi s itors. Y1en 

t he city of Br o ck t on t ook drinking water from 

-S i l ve r Lake its use as a summer r esort was doomed. 

The llugh ice h ou s e s owned and operated -by t he Dor ­

c he e t er- Ice Co .were b u r n e d one SUTiJr.1er nig ht in 
~~ 

1 9 17 . Th ey were never rebuilt. Thou s ands of dollars 

:i ,n wages consequently ceased flowing into t he 

li ttle c omrrun f ty . Uas and electric r efrigerat i on 

d oomed tine u s e of ice eventually anyway. The c om­

i n g of t he automobile destroyed fr eight and p a s s ­

engel' s ervice cu t of t h e s t .at Lon s I'od a y t he old 

stati on 'ha s been r emoved a n d the pa s sing trains 

l e ave only dus t a n d s mok e a s t h ey whiz t hroug h t h e 

on c e bu s y v i l l a g e • '1'he on c e busy .t .ack f actory ha s 

l ong since b een r emoved, and t lm pr o s pe r ou s trout 

- p o ol s of Ge or g e La n e n o l onge r me a n m~n mu ch . 

Eve n Lane's Ha l l where religi ous s e r v i c e s s t ar t e d 



h n a f allen under the hamme r of dc s tur-cb f.onv 'I'he ao 

c hanges ,a nd o t h e r s ha ve r-1ade t he Si l v e r La ke of 

toda y qu i te a di f ferent pl a c e . 

We ca n n o t a r 8u e that t he pa t i e n t labors of 

t he Rev . Ha r t s h or n e , De a c on Fr-ed El l i s , Fr e d Alden , 

Ge orge O. Gl a s s ,l\labe l Gl a s s a nd o t h e r s ha ve b een 

Ln va i n . ',i.'hey d i d. t he du t y wh ich came t o t hem . 

'l' h e y s e r-ve d t he s -011'i tual n eeds, p a r t i a l l y at 

least whic h came t o t hem a t t he momen t wha t t he s 

fu ture ha s in s tor e f or S i l v e r La Ve villa Ge and 

1. ts li t tl e c hape l n o on e c a n p r e d i c t . 'I'ime i s r c­

l c n tless, of ten ruthless,and ever c hanging. We 

s t r u gg l e t o sta bal ize . Time 5s can sta n tly a nd 

e ve r-La s tin fl y pu nl, inG us on to ne W' 3 0 t u p s .and 

huma n r <,La t i ons l:ip s . Eve n t he s piri tual se tups 

a r e pu.a h e d along with 'us. We do .no t like t hese 

c ha n g es .an d. str i v e t o prev e n t t hel11 . Wu r clu c t ant­

l y acce p t t hen fo r t here L an ' t any t hein g e L se 

we can d o ab out, t hem. 
At t a ched to t he Chapel work are the various 

auxilliary organizations.There is the Sunday 

School,the Ladies Sewing Circle,and a Women 's 

Auxilliary. 



We Lt ke t o me a sur e ou r religion by t he number­

of Sibles sold r uther t han by. t he. mor a l pr ac t -

L co s s hown sv nen we s peak of succe s s we are mor e 

i n c l ined t o t h i nk firs t of ma.t cr i a l ga i n s , n ot 

of mor a l values. 

When t he 1allow 3,,011 of ou r comme r c Le.Ljsm 

ha s run its course and we. ha ve suf f e r ed en ou gh 

a s a. consequence t hen we will return t o lnGr a l 

values.Once more the Pl ympt on churc h will return 

to its once hi gh pl a ce in the comnnhnLty. '1' hen its 
, 

gu i dan ce ,and leadership will be eagerly sought. 

In t hc mean time words and a ppeal . will carryr0
' ~) little weight. 

r .. . ' 


