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This inconvenience in attending service Rave

birth to a desire for some sort of a local ser-

-

vice if only occasional.This desire bore fruit ~—+™
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in 1880.Frank H.,Reed came to Silver Lake village
that year to work in one of the two grocery stores.
He very much wanted to become a minister.With
others he would hire Lane's Hall in which he
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conducted prayer meetings and preached teo h
small congrezation.From this humble ¥eginning

the Silver Lake Chapel had its beginning.The
Bryantville Methedists heard of these meetings !
and became interested.lhey decided to sent a
minister to preach on Sunday afternoons,

The first ministér came regularly fer six |
months.Dr,.J.Francis Coopner,who later became
pastor of the BroéktonlCentral M.E.Church,came
next.A Mr,.Sargeant foliowed fr.Cooper.About this
time the Rev.V.J.Hartshorne came to Plympton
and became the Plympton pastor.le soon became
interested in the Silver Lake work.lr Lartshorne
had taken a leading part in the building of the |
Plymptoﬁ Chapel,.He now turned his efforts towards
the erection of some sort of building to meet
the needs of the Zilver Lake people,The Lake -

Amusement Grove had been abandoned by the rail-



road corporation.In the grove there was a

well constructed building which hnad been used for
‘4

ﬁi‘\/zé dancing pavilion.It was bought for a very reasébn-
- able sum and moved onto land donated for the pur-
pese by Lemuel Bryant.Volunteer laber led by Rev.
llorace H.,Hallett,who had been a carpenter before
entering the ministry,transformed the dance hall
\- into an attractive religious chapel.We rust pre-
sume the devil of the dance was permanently banish-
ed,for the Silver Lake.chapel has been a reasonable
and prosperous instituition.Improvements have been
made upon it from time to time.lorse sheds were
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Fiy built in or around I9I0.In I940 the bell from the
abandoned North School house,owned by the Ladies'

Memorial Society,was given to the Chapel Assoclat-

ion,
Soon after Rev.,Hartshorne became pastor of the

Plympton church the Bryantville minister and lir,

Hartshorne preached on altermate Sundays.fA short
time later the Bryantville minister was asked to

withdraw.rom that time on it was one of the duties

of the Plympten ministersto carry the work of the

Silver Lake religious group,with added pay for the

. ‘
s~ gxtra work.
BN~ This arrangement continued with more or less suc-
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, cess until I920.That. yeat Rev.Frederick W.Alden,
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a native of Whitman,became the pastor of the Ply-
mpton church.Hde was a young man and he brought a
=
new vigor and interest to both.the older parish -_J
and the newer Silver Lake group.ile became very
ruch interested in the Silver Lzke werk.Out of
this new enthusiasm he was able to organize the
Silver Lake Chapel Basocliation,ilorace /azlathlin
was chosen the first president of the new organ-
ization.In this new set up the little parish be-
came quite self-supporting.lhe young ministers
who succeeded lMr,Alden at Plympton also became thk
pastors at the Silver Lake parish,although in the
case of Hf.Clement Neal the order was reversed. o
o~ B
Mr.Neal was first paster at Silver Lake and later
-was called to the Plympten churchi;Under these
young ministers a Sunday School was forﬁed,a 2ible
class organized and a Sewing Ciréle created,.All
wént well 'n the new work,
Intcreét sagged off during the depressien years

of 1928,With matters at a low ebb a young theoleg-

D
ical student settled in the village.lhe &oung man
was the Clement Neal mentioned above.He soen inter-
ested himself in the ﬁork of the little chapel,

lMeney-was contributed,and "the horse-sheds in thekk»!i’

rear ne lenger needed,were transformed into a
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kitchen where hot lunches and suppers might be
prepared for the varilous groups meeting in the
chapel.,A well was.dug,an electric motor donated
and a water system installed.All these inprove-
ments and more to make a more convenient commun-
ity and religious ecenter.

Factors beyond mortal souls have changed village
life at Silver Lake.The abandonment of the Lake
Grove took away thousands of picnic visitors.When

the city of Brockton took drinking water from

Silver Lake its use as a surmer resort was doomecd.

The hugh ice houses owned and operated by the Dor-

chester Ice Co.were burned one summer night in

1917 .They were never rebuilt.Thousands of dollars
in wages consequently ceased flowing into the
little community.Gas and electric refrigeration
doomed the use of ice eventually anyway.The com-
ing of the automobile destroyed freight ahd pass-
enger service cut of the station.Today the old
station has been.removed and the passing trains
leave only dust and smoke as they whilz through the
once busy village.The once busy tack factéry has
long since been removed,and the prOSpérous trout

pools of George Lane no longer mean ﬁngé much,

Even Lane's iiall where religieous services started



haas fallen under the hammer of desturctien.These
changes and others have made the Silver Lake of :
today quite a different place.

We cannot argue that the patient labors of
the Rev.Hartsherne,Deacon Fred Ellis,fred Alden,
George 0.Glass,Mabel Glass and others have been
in vain,ihey did the duty which came to them,
They served the spiritual needs,partially at
least which came tc them at the moment.What the
future has in store for Silver Lalke village and
its 1little chapel no one can predict.lTime is re-
lentless,often ruthless,and ever changing.We
struggle to stabalize.lime is censtantly and
everlastingly pushing us on to new set ups and
human rvlationships.Even the spiritual setups
are pushed along with us.We do not like these
changes and strive to prevent them.W& reluctant-
ly aceept them for there isn't any theing el:ze

we can deo about, them,
Attached to the Chapel work are the various

auxilliary organizations.There 1s the Sunday
Sehool,the Ladies Sewing Cirecle,and a Women's

Auxilliary.
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Wé like to measure our religion by the number
of Bibles sold father than by the moral pract-
ices shown,Vinen we speak of success we are more
inclined te think first of material gains,not
of moral values.

When the H&llow shell of our commerciallsm
has run its course and we. have suffered enough
28 a consequence then we will return to moral |
values.Once more the Plympton church will return
to its once high place in the comminity.Then its
guldance and leadership will be‘eagerly sought.

In the mean time words and aopeal will carry |

little weight.



