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set his own pace at work and in a 

I~\	 was paid for every 

one who wished had a pleasant time.They could 

chat as they picked and most of them did so for 

nearly everybody knew all the others.Cranberry 

picking then was .pleasure as well as work. 

A good hand picker when berries were thick " .: 

and the vines short might gather thirty or more 

pails full in a six or seven hour day.A slow 

picker might gather as few as six.The twenty or 
", 

fifty dollars earned in a picking season were 

spent in fTe~aration for the long winter ahead. 
/~ 
: \	 Clothe~ for the young ana old ,and groceries for 

the family absorbed a goodly portion of the 
.J 

seasons earnings.The opening of the grammar sch­

ool, as a rule was delayed in order 't o give the 

older children a chance to earn a few dollars. 

The Randalls kept a crew of women screeners 

busy fronm November to March.A group of ~our or 

si.x Plympton ladies manned the screens.While the 

pay was small tongues co~ld f~y in tune with 

the fingers.Plympton affairs wer~ pretty much 

~~. a ired and discussed during the screening season • 

.~ ' This simple method in the early harvest of 

cranberries offered some relief to the rather 



.' 

monotonous life in the country town. Occasionally 

a ~ ight occured to break monotony of picking • 
. J An the whole the pickers were respectable and 

law abiding intent only on earning a few honest 

dollars.ORly when a little liquor was around did 

trouble start and that rarely.While the picking 

was hard on the knees and fingers, the opportun­

ity to get together,pass a few. hours socially, 

and earn .a few honest dollars attracted a good 

many of the local folks.The pickers were honest, 

law abiding and more than willing to earn their 

bread by the sweat of their brows-a habit too 

much out of fashion at the present time. 


