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supplied in the pulpit for four Smndays.He was 

a 'na t i ve of Yarmouth, Mass. 

Early in 1809 the Pl ympt on par i sh after mu ch 

s earch found t he n an of t he ir he ar t .Evi den t l y 

t he choice was well made.This time t heircho2en 

leader was destined t o remain with t hem for 42 

years and be c ome t he l ast of t he long term mi n ­

isters.A call was ma de to El i jah Dex t e r of 

Roche s t er , Ma s s . At t he t own mee t i ng he l d on Nov . 

25 I 80e, bae t own's pe op l e voted unanimously i n 

f a vor of J';;r . Dex t er . He was or da i ned in Pl ympt on 

Jan.I8 1809 with considerable ceremony and a 
.~, 

-;V	 large attendance.The town fixed Rev . Dex t er ' s 

salary at $400 . per year,s. part of which was to 

be paid in wood. However Mr. Dex t e r insisted that 

he s hould get ~~50 . in cash in place of the stip- -:: 

ulated wood, and his request was granted. B~t the 

t he collection of the church tax became diffic­

ult.Repeatedly at subsequent town meetings Rev. 

Dexter was asked to accept less than hi s fixed 
.. 

salary,and for years he gr a c i ou s l y did so. Per­

haps too gr a ciou s l y . Fi r s t t he town and later t he 
/~ 

pari s h were pe r manent l y indebted 'to its faith­
, :,\.-; 

ful spiritual teacher.Near the end of h i s pa s t ­

orate t he t own and parish debt had a ccumu l a t e d 
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to ~$2 2 50,in twelve years on a ~~400 . a year 

salary.Weary of debt and age Rev.Dexter asked 

to be rel~ev.d of his largely unpaid charge, . 
ln the year olf! I85I.Th.ereby came an end to a 

long and fa.ithful service with not too much 

honor and ~pprediation from the members of his 

parish. The retirement of Elijah Dexter brought 

· t o an end t he services of long term pastors in 

the Plympton church.He moved to Middleboro soon 

afterwards and his deathfollewed s hortly after 

settling there. H' is buried in the Ol d Plympton 

cemetery right by the . street almost due east 

fro~ t he present parsonage. . i 
~-( 

Some time after settling in Plymp~on he built 

the fine ol d h ou s e on the now named Elm St r e e t . 

It is the first on the right after leaving the 

Gr e en . Mr . Dext e r owned and operated t he small 

farm upon which the house and bUildings are 

Lo ca ted.
lI

·a,. v. : 
Elijah"was one of ·t h e truly gr e a t minis~ers 

of Pl;,rmpton. He ha s be cn described as a ti man who 

was· more the shepperd of this fl ock than any
, . 

other, a sincere, a devoted-, s elf-sacrificial s er ­

vant of God and t he pe ople" ,ar:d "t. he long and 

hon orab l e service of a man whose noble spirit 

still lives i n h i s pa s t e r i t y . 1l 



Dur i ng t he mi ni s t c y:rof t he devoted Rev,Dexter
 

/~ two outstanding events in Plympt on church h i s ­

L~~r " ; \ 

. ' ''--.;	 tory came to pass.The first was t he ' s epar a t ion 

of church and town in 1827 ; and t he second was 

t he building of the fourth and present meeting 

house.For years there had been a slow but steady 

gr owt h away fr om the church as a municipal in-

stitution.Violation of church rules and laws in-

cre ased. Church attendance was no longer consid­

ered compulsory,and the appearance of new creeds 

and beliefs cropped up withalarming frequency, 

and with a boldness which a couple of generations 

previous ' would have been unpardonable sins and 

rank her e s y . Thos e who did not attend clmrch ser­

vices were n o longer compelled to do so.They 

rankled at the parish assessment and finally re­

fused to pay the tax at all.1rhe pariah debt in­

creased. The climax came in t he spring 'of 1827. 

On April 16 the church r-e'or-gan t zed as a body un­

to itself, and t 1":e town con t l uu e d as. beforlJ freed 

from t he burden of the church and its parish 

r: taxes. Th is 

but it did 

act removed ,s ome of t he antagonism 

not make t he matter of church finan­

_-.:J ce s for t hose who carried on s piritual work. uw<! ....· ·k \... 

Ha t J.-ler i t t· hrb't.~ t he entire bur den on t o a smaLl e 



er g r ou p of t he f aithful. Rev.Dexter wa s t he f i r s t 

mi n i s t e r to struggle a long with t he declining 
r ' 

f inances.The support of th~ Plympt on ~hurch
 

h a s been no easy task ~nd only by outside aid
 

h a s the congregation been able to survive.For
 

years which followed t he church was constantly
 

in debt t o the miniBter and to o frequently 'his
 

salary was never paid in full.
 

By 1828 t he third me e t i ng ouse whiqh ad been 

built in 1772,was g r e a t l y in need of repairs. 

To add to the trouThle t he parish was much di~id-

ed as to repairing the old building or in build­

ing a new one.After considerable debate a ma j - r 

, or i t y were in favor of a new bUi ~d ing .No doubt 

the plain old building did not sa. tisfy t he , 

younger members of t he parish who h a d gr own u p 

in a relatively :r:icher and more , pro s p.rous~ly-

mpt on. The t own was at he r economic p ~ak j ust 

about t }lis tHaD • .iowe ve r t ",ere was mor e trouble 

to be ironed ou t . J u s t where to place t he new 

building was the next problem, and t~ ere was ~lch 

difference in op i n i on . De b a t e c ontinued .without 

result but the dissenting parties did agree to 

let a conunittee of out of t own people decide 

t he location c f t he new c~urch. T he non-resident 



· committee a ccep t ed an offer of land from Jonath­

an Parker,a son of Re v . J ona t lilln P arker ,~o t he 

" satisfaction of t he divided pa r i s h .·Wi t h t hese 

pr ob l ems solved the next big job was to raise 

money. On Se pt . 16 1829 t he -c ommdt t e e appraised 

t he old 'bu i l d i n g at $652 . and set a pr i ce upon 

each pew.At another meet ing held Nov . 27 1829, 

papers were drawn up to obtain subscriptions 

necessary fo r t ~ ~e new church. It was decided to 

s'e Ll, $8 shares .'fhe pew .holders of t he old build-

i ng me t on De c . 14 1829 8, t which t i me t hey con-

building were ~o pay the owners of the old build­

ing t he stipulated sum and ha ve whatever lu.7J1ber 

from ~ha t was usable for the n~w building.Deacon 

Cephas Bumpu s t eok a leading part i n raising t he 

s ubscriptions ne eded in t he b i g -u n d e r t akLng , The 

old building was sold to Whi t t emor e Peters on of 

Duxbur y who was a l so h i r ed to construct· t he new 

one . 'r he old churc . was taken apart dur ing t he 

!~,	 wee k ~eg inning Apr i l 25 1830. That date ma r ked 

t he f i nal service also .'l'he n ew church bu i ldi ng 

was ra is ed dur i ns t he week of May 16 1830,and 

I 



t he work continued t hrough.out t he SUl11.."'1ler. 

In the mean time t he. parish was without a me e t « 

ing hou s e . Sunda y services and mid-weekly meet­

ings were he l d in priv~te residences around t he 

center of t he t own. Thus s er-vLce,s were not inter-

r-up t.e d s Marry of bhe se. meetings were he l d at t he 

h ome of Elijah Bisbee an the now named Elm St . 

The new and present church was completed in 

September at a Qos t of $3364 . I t was 66 feet long 

and 44 feet wide with rather h i gh walls and high 

windows.The latter were curved at the top.In the 

east t here was a singerts gallery and t he build­

ing waa plastered t l·lroughout.There were 66 own- r: 
.J 

ed pews and two which fr~e,one on each side of t he 

stairs which led to . t he pu l p i t . The r e was no dca­

conts seat, bu t a place before the pulpit in which 

to set a table.For the first time in Pl~np~on 

b i s t or y a church building had a steeple,and a 

b e l l t .ner e Ln s I'he new bell weighe-d eleven hund ­

red pounds was of good tone and cost ~386 . The 

puilding had a ce llar under the entire partaand 

soon after dedicationc}.was added to p.eovid.e hea t 

for t befirst t Lme in a Plympton service. 

The new church build.ing w0ich was by far the 

mos t elabc:rate of any here-to-for in Pl ympt on 


