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te %2250x1n twelve years on a $400.a year
salary.Weary of debt and age Rev.Dexter asked
to be reldeved of his largely unpaid charge,
in the year off I85I,Thereby came an end te a
leng and faithful service with not tee much
honer and ppprediatién from the members of his
parish,The retirement of Elijah Dexter brought
to an end the services of lemg term pastors,in
the Plympton church.He moved te Middlebere soon
afterwards and his death feollewed shortly after
settling there.Hd& is buried in the 0ld Plymptonm

cemetery right by the street almest due east

from the present parsonage. 0¢~Jﬁ”&‘
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Some time after settling im Plympton he bullt
the fine old house on the new named Elm Street,
It is the first on the right after leaving the

Green,lr.Dexter owned and operated the small

farm upon which the house and buildings are

located.,
Elijah"was one of the truly great ministers

of Plympton.ie has been described as a "man who
was. more the shepperd of this flock than any
other,a sincere,a devoted,self-sacrificial ser-
vant of God and the people",and "the long and
honorable service of a man whose noble spirit

still lives in his pasterity."
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During the ministey of the devoted Rev;Dexter
two outstanding events in Plympton church his-
tory came tolpass.The first was fho-separation
of church and town in I1827;and the second was
the building of the fourth and present meeting
house,.For years there had been a slew but steady
growth away from the church as a municipal in-
stitution.Violatieon of church rules and laws in-
creased,Church attendance was no longer consid-
ered compulsery,and the appearance of new creeds
and beliefs cropped up withalarming frequency,
and with a boldness which a couple of generations
previons would have been unpardonable sins and
rank heresy.Those who did net attend church ser-
vices were ne longer compelled to deo so.They
rankled at the parish assessment and finally re-

fused to pay the tax at all,The parish debt in-

~creased., The climax came in the spring -of I827,

On April I6 the church reorganized as a body un-
to itself,and the tewn continued as beforw freed
from-the burden of the church and its parish
taxes.lhis act removed -some of the antagonism
but it did not make the matter of church finan-
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ces for those who carried on spiritual work.*"!
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" Rather it throu-& the entire burden onto a small-
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er group of the faithful.Rev,Dexter was the first
minister to struggle along with the declining -
finances.The support of the Plympton vhurch A
has been no easy task and only by outside aid
has the congregation been able to survive.Feor
years which follewed the church was constantly
in debt to the minimter and too frequently his
salary was never paid in full.

By I828 the third meetinghouse which had been
built in I772,was greatly in need of repairs.
Te add te the trouble the parish was much digid-
ed as te repairing the old building er in build-
ing a new one.After considerable debate a maj-
ority were in faveor of a new building.Ne doubt . 38
the plain old building did not satisfy the
younéer members of the parish who had grown up
in a relatively ticher and more prosperousyPly-
mpton.The town was at her economic peak just
about this time. lowever there was more trouble
to be ironed out.Just where to place the new
building was the next problem,and there was much
difference in opinion.Debate continued without
result but the dissenting parties did agree to
let a committee of out of town people decide :ﬁg

the lecation of the new crhurch.The non-resident



committee accepted an offer of land from Jonath-

an Parker,a son of Rev.Jonathan Parker,*b the

. satisfaction ef the divided parish.With these

problems solved the next big job was to raise
money.On Sept,I6 IBZ9 the committee appraised

the old building at $652.and set a price upen

- each pew,At another meeting held Nov.27 I829,

papers were drawn up te obtain subscfiptions
necessar& for the new church.It was decided to .
sell 48 shares.The pew holders of the old build-
ing met on Dec.I4 I829 at which time they con-
curred with the non-resident committee.At the
same meeting they accepted the aporaised valae
of the old building.The preoprieters of the new
bullding were -te pay the owners of the old build-
ing the stipulated sum and have whatever lumber
from‘%hat was uéable for the new building.Deacon
Cephas Bumpus tcek a leading part in raising the
subscriptions needed in the big undertaking.The
0ld building was sold te Whittemore Peterson of
Duxbury who was alse hired to construct the new

one.lhe old church was taken apart during the

week beginﬁing April 25 I830.,1hat date marked

the final service also.lThe new church building

was raised during the week of lMay I6 I830,and



the work continued throughout the summer.

Tn the mean time the parish was without a meet-
ing house.Sunday services and mid-weekly meet- ‘»éb
ings were held in private residences around the
center of the town,.,Thus services were mot Inter-
rupted.Many of these meetings were held at the
home ef Elijah Bisbee an the now named Elm 3St.

The new and present church was completed in
September at a cost of $3364.,It was 66 feet long
and 44 feet wide with rather high walls and high
windows.The latter were curved at the top.In the
east there was a singer's gallery and the build-
ing was plastered throughout.There were 66 own-
ed pews and two which free,one on each side of fhe
stairs which led to the pulpit.There was no dea-
con's éeat,but a place before the pulpit in which
to set a table.For the first time in Plymppon
history a church building had a steeple,and a
bell therein.The new bell weighed eleven hund-
red pounds was of good tone and cost 386.The
building had a ceiiar under the entire partaand
soon after dedication*$;§ added to heovide heat
for thefirst time in a Plympton service.

The new church building which was by far the <

most elaborate of any here-to-for im Plympten



