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General Court asking that the We s t er n Prec­

inct of Plymouth be incorporated as a separ­

ate town.Apparently .at the same time the com­

mittee asked the town of Plymouth to assent 

to such a change.Evidently the precinct com­
J.j 

mittee made no move to follow up th~i~ request. 

At ehe Plymouth town meeting of May I3,I706 

the following resolution was adopted and re­

corded: 

"the request of the inhabitants of the up­
per societyiin the said t ownship,to .be a town­
ship by themselves was discussed,but none of 
their agents appearing to move for it, and the 
town descerning a coldness in their prosecut­
ion .of the matter,the town voted that the town 

.c l e r k should signify to them,as they descerned ~t 

in them a coldness to prosecute the matter , 
the town was not willing to thrust them away, 
but were as indifferent as they in the matter." 

In both attempts at separation there was ~o 

real objection offered by the mothe r town.In 

both instances the Plymouth vot~rs were a bit 

chagrined at the indifference of the petition­

ers,in the matter of mother town rights.Vrhen 

thes~· formalities were properly attended to 

separation was readily consented to.On the 

3rd of March I707 the Plymouth voters: t1voted 

that they consent that they be a town, accord­
to their petition,with this proviso, that what­
soever real estate ratable doth now belong to, 
and is,or shallbe,improved b.y any in the old 
town,either by himself or tenant,during their 
living here,notwithstanding their being a town, 



and so the like of any ~estate that belong­

eth to any of them that lieth in the old town 
of Plymouth,to be rated to themr.they or their 
tenants improving as aforesaid. ' . 

With the slight misunderstandings between 

the petitioners and the mother town taken 

care of,and consent having been officially 

voted and ~ecorded,the General Court was free 

to act.Favorable action was anticipated and 

on June 4, I707 such :was forth coming •The leg-" 

islature on that date passed the following 

order; 
r: Itthat in answer to the petition of the in­-i 

habitants of a tract of land in the southwest­
erly part of the township of Plymouth,praying 

r-­ to have the grant and privilege of a town, 
V having obtained a vote of the town of Plymoutn~ 

for the same with an addition of sundry fam­
ilies,ordered that a township be granted to 
the petitioners to be called Plympton,accord­
ing to the plat eXhibited," 

The court order went on to outline the bound­

aries of the new township.~he new town sprawl­

ed roughly from the Jones Rmver Pond south to 

Wareham,west ot Mi ddl ebor o and Bridgewater, 

and"northwest to Han s on and Pembr oke . Al l to­

ge t hep the new town was a large one as far as 

territory is concerned.Originally it compris­

ed thirty-six thousand,five hundred and six 

acres of land. 


