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PLYMPTON I707
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The new Western Precinct of Plymouth was /{
not destined to remain long as such.There is __
no record of any marked antagonism between
the mother town and the infant precinct.In
less than twelve years after the first part-
ial separabion the desire for a complete sep-
aration manifested itself.

The distance to Plymouth was not great as
distance went in those early colonial days.
Still there was enough to make it difficult
for the Plympton settlers to attend the town
meetings at Plymouth.There was unity enough
in the "upper society"to support a move for
new town status,distance sufficient to just-
ify a feeling of independence,municipal grow-
th needed to create the attitude of being a
separate community.The attached precinct stat-
us did not satisfy.The rapidly growing indep-
endent spirit must assert itself.Nothing but
a new town status would do.On January I4,I706
the precinct named Elkanah Cushman,Benjamin
Soule,Benoni Lucas and Isaac Cuahman a com-
mittee to act to secure township status. >

Soon after a petition was presented to the
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.General Court asking that the Western Prec-

inct of Plymouth be incorporated as a separ-
ate town.Apparently at the same time the com-
mittee asked the town of Plymouth to assent

to such a change.Evidently the precinct com-

JI ,
mittee made no move to follow up their request.

At the Plymouth town meeting of May I3,I706
the following resolution was adoptéd and re-
corded:

"the request of the inhabitants of the up-
per socletyiin the said township,to be a town-
ship by themselves was discussed,but none of
their agents appearing to move for it,and the
town descerning a coldness in their prosecut-
ion of the matter,the town voted that the town

.clerk should signify te them,as they descerned *

in them a coldness to prosecute the matter ,
the town was not willing to thrust them away,
but were as indifferent as they in the matter."

In both attempts at separation there was no

—

real objection offered by the mother town.In
both instances the Plymouth voters were a bit
chagrined at the indifference of the petition-
ers,in the matter of mother town rights.When
these formalities were properly attended to
separation was readily consented to.On the

3rd of March I707 the Plymouth voters:"voted
that they consent that they be a town,accord-
to their petition,with this proviso,that what-
soever real estate ratable doth now belong to,
and is,or shallbe,improved by any in the old
town,either by himself or tenant,during their
living here,notwithstanding their being a town,
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and so the like of any realestate that belong-
eth to any of them that lieth in the old town

of Plymouth,to be rated to themfthey or their
tenants improving as aforesaid,”

With the slight misunderstandings between
the petitioners and the mother town taken
care of,and consent having been officdally
voted and recorded,the General Court was free
to act.Favorable action was anticipated and
on June 4,I707 such was forth coming .The leg-
islature on that date passed the following
order;

"that in answer to the petition of the in-
habitants of a tract of land in the southwest-
erly part of the township of Plymouth,praying
to have the grant and privilege of a town,
having obtained a vote of the town of Plymouth-_-
for the same with an addition of sundry fam-
1lies,ordered that a township be granted to
the petitioners to be called Plympton,accord-
ing to the plat exhibited,"

The court order went on to outline the bound-
aries of the new township.lhe new town sprawl-
ed roughly from the Jones Réver Pond south to
Wareham,west ot Middleboro and Bridgewater,
and northwest to Hanson and Pembroke.All to-
gether the new town was a large one as far as
territory is concerned.Originally it compris-

ed thirty-six thousand,five hundred and six

acres of land.
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THE PLYMPTON LIST

Isaac Cushman
Thomas Cushman
Issachar Waterman
Elkanah Cushman
Francis Cooke
John Bryant
Jonathan Bryant
John Everson
Richard Everson
Benjamin Eaton
John Bryant,Jr.
Samuel Bryant
Samuel Sturtevant
Ben jamin Curtis
David Bosworth
Nehemiah Sturtevant

THE CARVER LIST

William Shurtleff
Joseph Finney
James Sears
Robert Waterman
Edward Weston
Eleazer Rickard
John Rickard
Joseph Rickard
John Pratt
Jeduthan Robbins
Jabez Eddy
Edward Tilson
John Doty

Robert Ransom
Samuel Waterman

/

Samuel Sturtevant,Jr,
Ebenezer Standish
Joseph King

Peter Tomson

John Simmons

Isaac King

William Churchill
Isaac Cushman.g~b'
George Sampsom
Joseph King,Jr.
John Wright

Adam Wright

Isaac Sampson
Benjamin Soule
Samuel Fuller
Hénry Rickard
Caleb Loring

Ephraim Tilson
John Tilson
Jonathan Shaw
Benoni Shaw
John Cole

John Carver
George Bonum
Benonli Lucas
John Barrows
Nathaniel Wood
Eleazer King
Thomas Shurtleff
Abiel Shurtleff
William Sturtevant

In I726 the incorporation of Kingston took

I306 acres from Plympton.The incorporation

of Halifax in I734 removed 5994 more acres.,

Another 497 acres were awarded to Halifax in

1831 after a bitter litigation which finally

had to,be settled by action of the General
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Court.When Carver became a town in I790,
20075 acres more were removed from the orig-
i inal Plympton acreage.Thus in a little more
g than a hundred years the area of Plympton

i - had shrunk from 36506 acres to 8634.Follow-
ing an adjustment of the line bouhding Hal-
ifax and Plympton on February _,I863,which
was more for straightening the lines rather
than adding or subtracting territory,no

change has been made in the town's acreage.




