
4 PARKER SHOVEL WORKS 
Th i s mar ks the spot where the famous Par­

ker Shovel Works once stood. The business was 
founded by ~onathan Par ker in I789,and con- --­........."
tinued in operation under Parker ownership 
.unt i l f ire destroyed the bu i l d i ngs in 1869. 
Fred F. Blanchard rebuilt the mill dam in 1913 
and built an electrical gener a t i ng plant on 
i t -.Roy L.Kei th used the same building to make 
thread during and shortly after the first 
World Wa r . The power and building have been 
idle following the callapse of the thread bus­
iness around 1927 . 

5 SNAPPIT SAWMILL 
On this s pot stood the little old Snappit 

Sawmill built . William Perkins was the 
last one to use it for sawing boxboards.The 
dam and pond are still intact havi ng been 
improved by Herbert Whi t i ng who uses the wate.r 
to flood his Whi t i ng Fi e l d cranberry bogs. 

o A few logs were sawad in the mill after 1900. 

6 A Grist Mi l l , a Sawmill,a Tack Fa ct or y , a 
Forge and -a Blast Furnace have at one time ~ 

or another used power from the mill pond at 
th!s pLace , Only a sawmill remains to use the 
water from the pond. 

7 THE LITTLE MI LL 
One contempory historian claims with con­

siderable evidence that Richard Wright,fath­
er of Adam Wr i ght , bu i l t t he first PlYmpton 
sawmill her e . Two mill dams and an old iron 
water wheel mark t he location of the mill. 
Box boards 'wer~ sawed here well after the 
Civil War pe r i od . The farm nearby was ·t he. home 
of the Wi dow Crewe, one of the characters in 
Jane Austin's novel," Dr.LeBaron and His Daugh­
ters". 

8SECOND PLYMPTON SAWMILL 
Lewi s Bradford in ~i s reliable records men­

tions a second PlYmpton sawmill ne ar the res­
idence of Ebenezer Lobdell.If the records ar e 
t r-ue j and we ha ve no reasons for doubting any- ,J 
thing which Mr . Br adf or d wrote,this is abou~ 

the only s pot where such a mi-ll could have 
been located.Mr.Bradford also writes of Tan- · 
eries which may also have been here. 



12 PERKINS BOS MI LL 
In 1893"William Perkins Sr.b1Jl.ilt a mill
 

on the co~er of his farm formed 'by the junct
 
ion of Crescent Street and Upland Road . I n it r
 

he began to saw box boards and to manufacture
 
wooden boxes.For power he bought a second .
 

. hand steam engine from a mill owner in East 
Mi ddl ebor Q and installed in his new mill.Thus 
began a wooden box business Which grew and 
flourished. The mill qontinued in operation for 
more than thirty years. 

13 CALIFORNIA MI LLS
 
The original mi-ll was builtin 1849 by
 .

I ·Oliver Parker and Peter Wa shbur n . The year
 
it was built gave it the. name.Later the pro­

perty came into the hands of James C.Ellis.
 
It was destroyed by fire in I872.The mill
 
was rebuilt and owned by Henry K.Ellis and
 
Nathaniel El l i s . I n 1885 Fos t er Washburn
 
bought out Nathaniel EII~s ~nd operation
 
was . continued, under the name of Elli:s and
 
Washburn.Henry Ellis sold his part of the
 

business in 1892 to Edwin C.Soule and since 
that time 'i t has been run under the name 
of Washburn and Soule.Asaph Foster Washburn 
died in 1935 and his son Chester assumed 
his fa'ther's responsibility in the 'bus i nes s . 
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