
grades of pine, birch and maple were most often 

used.A well drained spot was selected and a corn 

cob chimney of wood was built up to the neight 

of about ten feet.around this was stacked the 

wood. When it was finished it resembled a com­

mon bowl inverted.The entire pile was then cov­

ered with aod and dirt, the latter shoveled up 

from the sides to give later the round mound. 

Only small vents were left open at several 

points around the sides.A fire was then start­

ed in the chimney, and the big pile burned re­

sbricted and slowly for ten days or a fortnight. 

The fire being controlled by the dirt and side 

vents burned through the pile of wood, con­

surning the gases but not the solid carbon or 

charcoal. 
After the pile of "burned" charcoal had coo1­

ed sufficiently,usually after five days had el­

apsed,the dirtiest and most disagreeable task 

of commenced. Slowly the charcoal had to be pull­

ed out from t~e sides and any pieces contain­

ing live sparks had to be extinguished with . 

water.Pulling down the pit required about a 

week.Both during the burning and pulling and 

~'
 

burning process constant watch had to be kept. 

First to-regulate the fire by adding cover dirt 



.or opening and closing the vents;and second to
 

~ keep the pulled coal from burning from some
 

~ ;	 over looked spark. Hours of rest were indeed 

broken and frequently the novice had only a 

pile of ashes and a round mound for his ignor­

ance and carelessness. 

The finished product was loaded into a long 

wagon with high soard sides and carted to the 

fonndries to be sold.A bushel was the unit of 

charcoal measurement. 

The last charcoal was burned in Plympton around 

191O.These final pits were made on the old Eben­
r>. 

j	 '\ ezer Wright farm on Crossway.Two large pits 
~ 

were	 set up in one of the eastern fields near 

the street.Bradford Waterman of Halifax was the 

tender and owner of these last caalpits and 

charcoal.A few years previous Mr.Waterman had 

burned charcoal in a field west of Palmer Road 

just opposite the Clarence Wright farm.So in 

1910	 thereabouts came the end of another rather 

extensive PlYmpton business enterprise. 


