
·We r e a d of t :,o vi si t ma d e b y Edwa r d Wi n s low 

and St e p he n Hopk i n s to Ma s s o i t at Po ck a n o c ke t 

r<\ 

In 1622. As t hey s pent t ~e f irst night at Nema s k o L 

' 

1 
iJM ca n c on clude t ha t t he y pa s s e d ove r t he Laken­

h am trail.fro r-e a c .h Po c kan o ck e t require d two days 

o f rather d if f i cult t r a v c l . ~ hey p a s s e d t hroug h 

Ti t i cu t and c ontinued · on j own t he Ta u n t on Ri ve r . 

They wr o t e of t he we l l wa te red l and,larg e c l e a r ­

e d f i e l d s cuI t i va ted by t h e 1n (; Lan s a few y e a r s 

p re v i ou s , a n d t he well timbered woodlands.The 

trails t hrou g h t he Pl ymou t h woo d s to t he Ca p e a n d 

Wa r ehar:l led ove r b a r r en s oils. He r e t h e s oil was 

t b i n Gn d t he f o r e~ ts scru bby. So i t i s not 3UP­

r is ing t hat when ~an d g r a n t s w~ r e ma de l at er 

t hey were for t ~e well woo ded and more f e r t i l e 

lan ds n orth t owa rds !"i dd l e hor o a nd t he t o r ei t or y 

be tween t ha t p l a c e a n d t he s e a coa s t . The n a t ~ral 

g r a s s n e a d ows , wa t e r p owe r site s,and t he we l l tim-
., 

bered s wamp s a n d u plan ds so ~m attract e d t he e y e s 

of t h e mor e a dve n t u rou s s ettlers. 

I I:; «e: e t he COL12'''o n nr-a c t Lce t o s r a n t l and s a t 

town me e t i ng s in P'Lymou t h , 'r h i s was done f or y ear s 

and . t he recorcs of suc h g r a n t s wer e ma d e i n t h e 

b ook s k e p t h y t he t own. On Ap r i l 2 1638 · J'o hn 

J enny wa s g r a n t e d lan d i n Lakenham by t he Cou r t s 

,-/ 
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o f As s j s tnn t s . Laken ha m was t he e arly n a me f or 

/ /~~ <, No r t h Ca r v e r , ·/h ich u n t i l 1790 wa s a p a r t o f t h e 
J ~ . -	 \ 

in c orp or n t ed t OWJl o f P'Lymp t on , Th e J e n ny £; r a n t 

wa s i n t h c Wc n :lam s e c t ion of t ~ "'l C n ow Car v e r . 

N ove~ be r 2 1640 t ~e f ollowin g were Gr a n ted 

"me a d owi ng"in t h e Nor t h Me a d ow of t he J onos Ri ve r . 

'I'h i.s me a d ow on t rie u ppe r par t of t a e J c nes Ri v e r 

wa s f or t h e mo s t ~ar t within t h e original limits 
7 

o f Pl -:.rmp ton . To J ohn Dow' were g r a n t e d 12 acres; 

Thoma s Wi l l e t , I 2 acres;J o ~n Re Enor , I O acre s; 

St ep h e n Hopk i n s , I 2 a c r-e s j Na t h a n Le L Snu the r , 7 a c r e s ; 

Ph i n e a s Pr a t t , 6 acr e s ; a n d 10 a cres t o Wi l l i am 

e r e d t h e ir claims pu r s u a n t to .a Co l on y Cour t d e ­

c.....­
~re e r c quiring t ha t n on- res i d e n t s surrender t heir 

c la i m.s when l oaving t h e t own of P' Lym ou tih , 

In 16 6 0 Thomas Cu shma n wa s gr a n t e d 5 0 ac res• 
n ear t he Wi n n a t u x e t Me a d ows . The s a n e year 20 

acr es were Gr a n t e d t o J ohn Ricka r d and ano t h e r­

20 a c r e s t o J nme s Co l o J r . on t r;e n or-t h s i d e of 

La k e n na nn J o r-n Ha r mon wa s g r a n t e d $ 0 a cre s ne a r 
. . 

,/./ - \ t h e Wi nna t u x e t . Ot h e r g r a n t s we re ma d e to J onath an 
/ f 

/ . 
1	 : 

':,-~	 Sha w, J ohn Ba r r ows , Hi c h a r d Coo p e r ,Adam Wr i ght ,
 

S t e p h e n Br y a n t , Samu e l S t u r t e v a n t , Samue L King ,
 



Ep t r a :im Ti n k ham, J olm Bradf ordRi c 1:1a r d Wr ieht , 

George Bor.e i m1 , Jolln Ba r n e s ,Gi l e s Hi c ka r d , Edwa r d 
I 

Do t y and Wi l l i am . Har l ow. 

Appa r e n t l y a f t e r I 660,land wh ich wa s abundant
 

wa s fr e ely e r a n t e d . Fr om t he p age s of Vol.I, Ply­

mou t h t own r-e c or-d s j Rt.ch a r-d Wr igh t wh o s e son Adam .
 

l ate r b eca me on e of Plymp t on ' s fir st p e r mane n t
 

s e t t l e r s ,wa s g i v en fr e ely of Plympton l ands .
 

In 1638 he wa s gr a n t e d lan d on the .VVin n a t ux e t
 

Ri v e r ; i n 164 1 , 2 5 a cre s 110 r o on t he same stream;
 

in I642,la n a t Re h ob o t h ( s a i d to b e in t h e R in~
 

Roa d se c tion) ; in 1648 , 1 a cre a t La k e n ham ; i n 1652
 

l a n d ne a r Mi dd l e b or o ; i n 1659 ,50 acres a t . the
 

Wi n n a t u x e t Ri v e r including s ome n e a d ow; i n 1662
 

..	 mor e land a t the Wi n n a t u xet; in 1663 mor e land 

on t he s ame st r e a m; I666 ,20 acres oo f up land a nd 

me adow near t he J one s Ri v e r ; I 6 6 7 , 5 0 a cr e s ; a n d 

in 167 3 , 15 acres n ear Mon p on s e t t . AI I t ogether • 
Ri c ha r d Wr ieht c a rne i n to p o s s e s s i on quite a bit
 

of Plympt on l and. And Wr i g h t s st i l l own mu ch land
 

in Pl ymp t on .
 
I n 1659 St e phen Br y a n t wa s Gr a n t e d 5 0 acro s of
 

u p l a n d on t h e e a st s i de of t he Wi nn a t u x e t Ri ve r
 

whe r e R i c ~, ard Wr i ght la d b e gun t o s ett le a nd
 

i mpr ove l a n d on t he wes t s ide .In 1703 Ada m 



Wr ight was g r a n t e d 3 a cr e s Df l a n d on t h e C01 ­

,/~ c ',,-~e s ter Br ook • -r \ . 
\ , j Af t e r t h e Ln c or-por-a ti on of Lymp t on t he inc or p ­
'-'" 

ora t ors were known as t h e Pl ymou t h a nd P'Lyrnp t on 

pr opri e t or s . I n 170 5 a l l swamps wi thin the or ig ­

inal Pl y:nout h Col ony were divid ed i n to 3 9 l o ts. 

Th e s e we r e subdiv th d ed i n to s hares a n d d is t r i b u t ­

e d among t h e p r op r i e t ors b y a drawine of l o ts. 

Th e p r opr i e to r ' s r e c or ds con t a i n a 'de sc ripti ~ n 

of t he se l ot s and t h e ria r.ie s to wh om t ',e s na r-e s 

fe l l 
Lots numbe r 27,28 a n d 2 9 wer e i n t he Col c he s t e r 

Swamp ; 3 0 and 31 we r e a pa r t of Turkey Swamp i n 

Plymp ton ; 32 c onsis t ed of tl~e e l o ts, on e a t the ..~ 

n orth end of TurkQ:T Swa rn p , on e a t t h e l'/ion p on s e t t 

Me a d ows , a nd a t h i rd a t ' Pimp k i n ' s Br i dg e i n 1-1a l ­

ifa x; 33, 34, a n d 35 we r e on Mon p on s e t t Ne ck i n 

Ila l i f a x ; 3 6 , 37 , a n d 38 were i n Kin g ' s Swa mp in 

Ha l i f a x ; a n d 39 a dja cent t o Monp on s e t t Po nd . 

I n 17 10 t h c ' rena inde r of t h e l a n d s c on t a i n i ng 

$oeoo a c r e s we r e d i v i d e d int o 1 0 g r e a t - l o t s . a n d 

fr o~ ti~e t o time d i s t r i bu te d .Tlms a l l of t he 

l and s i n t h e oriGi n a l Plymou th Col ony' we r e i n 

f "......-""""" "1 1 cn to I- Cl\ or i e lna t it i~ s "t"lz e n s. 

~~ Be t we e n 1638 and. 1670 ma n y acr e s of land i n 

Plyr::p t on we r e ma d e t o r e siden ts of t h e Pl y nou t h 



1
/ f ( 

Celony. Therc "is no ev i d en c e t o s u ppor t t he e 

be lief t 'nat a ny of t he g r a n t e e s l mpr ov ed or oc ­

cu p i cd t heir n e wly a c qui red land s . Sn a I l g r-oup s 

d i d e s tab li s h t hems e l ve s a t Mi d d l e b or o a n d Br i clg ­

e water wh e r e t ~~y lad str ong ly f or t if i ed b l ock ­

h ou s c s t o pro t e c t , t he ms elve s a gains t po s s i b l e 

Indian a tt.a ck s c A few s o t t Le r-s a t t a cne d t o t he 

rh d d l e b or o f ort bui l t b eu s e s i n t he pa r t of t he 

pr e sent rla l i f a x neare s t t o t he f orts. Not hing 

i s ment i on ed i n t h e r~c ord s i n d icating a Pl y ­

mp t ori bu l Ldln g of a ny s or t p r ev i ous t o Ki n8 P 

Phi l i p IS 'NaD . We d o r-ead t ha t Ri cha r d Wr i z h t had 

be gun to s e tt le and I mp r-ov e l a n d on t h e Wi nne.t ­

u xet Ri v e r a s ear ly as 16 59 . eyond t hat no t h ing 

is sa id of bui ld in~ or se tt l ing in PI s , p t on . 

Th e r e ~e r e s e v e r a l f ac t ors wh ich retard od a
 

mor e r a pid gr owt h of t he ? lymouth~o lony . T~e
 

c oLon l s t a wer e v e r y poor and i n a d eU tion he a v i l y
 

~.......~
 

Lnd e b t e d t o l t.s -gr-ou p of p r-omo t era ba ck home in
 

En g land . In true Pi l Gr i m v Lr t u e t he s ettlers st ­

r ove t o p a y t he Lr d eb t s r 'I'h e Lr' n umerical we aknes s
 

k ept t em i n constant f ear of t he s t r on g and bc l ­


j g e r cn t t~b e s 9 f t he Na rra gansett s ,and c lose t o
 

" t he mot he r c olony. TIle l ong p o l i tical s t r u ggle -­

be twe en t h e Ma s s a c hn s e t t c olonies a nd t he crown 
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d i d mu c h t o r etard t h e g r owt h of t h e new settle­

(~ merrt s , '1'0 cl i ma x · i t a l l t he 7ila s s a c hu 30 t t s c ba r t e r 
. :~ 

wa s · r e ca l l e d In I684. King Jame s I I t h e n s ent t he 

stern a n d cru el Si r E~ml nd An d r o s t o Gov e r n a l l 

New En g La nd , Li t t Lo d Ld t h is .e Lp rnatt c r s f or 

t h e 3 t ru~g le b 0 t ' ocn a p eop l e he n t f or a c ons id-

e r-a b Le mo a nur- o of s e Lf'<-g o v e r-n r-e n t a n d t .he cr own 

c on ti nn e d •Th e tyr an n i c a l An dr-o s l ittle und or ­

s t o e d t h e New ~ng l and p e op le a n d h i s p r ob l em. 

When t h e n on- t o -p opu l a r J a r:1 e s 1 I wa s d e t hr on e d 

by Pr i n c e Wi l l i am of Or a n g e i n I689.th e e ven 

mor-e h a t e d An dro s wa s p r omp t l y r e c a l l e d 

How qu i ck l y t h e Pl yr.lOUth Co l on i s t s r e spon d ed 

to t h e s e l i beration s i s n ote d by t he r a pid e x ­

pa n s i on of t h e s et t l eme n t s and t h e g rowth of 

bu s i n e s s . I n 16 92 t h e t wo c nlonies r;:l f Ma s s a c hu s e t t s 

h a d b e e n united t o t }1.C s t r e ng t h of t h e we a k e r . 

Th e I n d i a n Wa r li n d j us t a b out f i n a n d.ally r uin e d 

t h e :P l ymou t h Co l ony . By 16 95 f a r t y - f i v e f a rJi lie s 

we re liv i n g wi t h i n t h e b ou n d s of or i gina l P-y;y ­

mp t on s A pa r l s h s e par a t i on wa s p e t i ti on nd fo r a n r' 

~ranted . ~i l l s a nd f ou n d r i e s we r e bu i l t a l l ov e r 

Pl ymou t h County . Ene r g i es wh i c h h a d b e en c on sume d 

by f e a rs a n d u s e l e ss wor r i c 8 we r e n ow r e l e as 8d 

fo r con str u c t i ve -r owt~ . T ~o r oo t s of a n e w c ou ntry 
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tran s ~lante d i n t he new wor l d by t he Pi l g r i m 

fat hers ha d b e com e e s t ab l i s he d . ,-iOY; t h e new na t ion --~ 
/0«:»: 

gr ew fro ~ t ha t time e n is .we l l kn own t o e v er y 

s tude n t of Arc r i ca n h is tor y . 


